Purpose
The purpose of this project is to catalog marine debris at
Hammonasset Beach State Park Meigs Point.
Abstract
I chose this topic because I have grown up sailing in the Long Island Sound and I have seen
more marine debris every year. I believe it is important to preserve the oceans for future
generations to be able to experience their beauty.
I hope that local people in the Town of Clinton become more educated about marine debris
ending up in our waterways and local beaches and the importance of keeping the ocean clean.
The problem I am answering is how much marine debris washes up on Hammonasset Beach
State Park from 01 January 2022 through 28 February 2022?
Once a week I went to Hammonasset Beach State Park Meigs Point at low tide. The length of
the beach was 0.42 miles heading in one direction. In order to collect marine debris, I would
check in between rocks because that is where all the old fishing lines and gear would wash up.
The investigation concluded by finding 20 lbs of trash on Hammonasset beach over two
months. Categories of debris include lost fishing gear (ex. Lost nets, lines, and buoys),
plastics, COVID-19 personal protective equipment, and styrofoam. Throughout this
experiment, I made an observation that most debris was found at the end of Meigs Point
closest to West Rock.
After briefly explaining my project I can conclude that there are different categories of marine
debris washing up on Hammonasset Beach State Park Meigs Point

Introduction

In 2050 there will be more plastic in
the ocean than fish. (The Print 2022)
Plastics are not only being consumed
by fish, but humans too. Marine debris
is a global issue and it affects the
whole population. I wanted to
understand the incidence of marine
debris on Hammonasset Beach State
Park Meigs Point in Connecticut.

Marine Debris Collected From
Hammonasset Beach State Park Between
January 1, 2022 to February 28, 2022
Materials
● Protective gloves
● Bag
● Balance

Procedure
Once a week I will go to the beach and collect marine debris that is visible to
the naked eye, greater than 5 mm in size.
I will keep a running spreadsheet of the type (e.g., plastics, rubber, fabric, and
metal) and mass of marine debris small items will be weighed
to a precision of 0.1 grams and heavier items to the nearest gram.
The survey area will be approximately 50 meters by 500 meters at Meigs
Point, Hammonasset Beach, between the low watermark
and approximately 10 meters beyond the high watermark.
I will collect marine debris at a single low tide. All debris items will be removed
and measured and then disposed of properly.
All surveys undertaken will follow NOAA Marine Debris Survey Protocols.

Results and Data Analysis

Conclusion

After collecting data I can conclude that there is
50% fishing equipment. Fishing equipment
includes lines, lost fishing rods, buoys and nets.
In the mouth of Clinton Harbor there are small
fishing industries that will fish in the Long Island
Sound. Plastic included old chip bags, cups and
other single use items. The marine debris
collected from Meigs Point is an indication that
the majority of marine debris found is related to
fishing gear.

Limitations

One of the biggest limitations during this
project was collecting trash when it was below
freezing. Marine debris would stick to the
rocks and ground.

Areas for Future Study

If I were going to do this study
again I would like to collect data
on micro plastics
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